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O   
n 8th May 1945 Winston Churchill  

announced Victory in Europe.  

On VE Day bunting and flags lined the streets 

of villages, towns and cities across Britain.  

Bonfires were lit, people danced and pubs 

were drunk dry. After years of blackouts, 

bombing raids and other wartime restric-

tions such as food and clothes rationing, 

many were keen to celebrate an end to 

nearly six years of a war. 

Although Germany had surrendered, the war 

against Japan continued until 15 August 1945 

(VJ Day). King George VI addressed the  

nation:

Celebrating The End  
of World War ll

But not everyone came home

Japan has surrendered, so let us join 

in thanking Almighty God that war has 

ended throughout the world, and that 

in every country men may now turn to 

repairing its frightful devastation and to building prosperity  

and happiness. Our sense of deliverance is overpowering, and  

with it all, we have a right to feel that we have done our duty. 

I ask you again at this solemn hour to remember all who have  

laid down their lives, and all who have endured the loss of those 

they love. Remember, too, the sufferings of those who fell  

into the hands of the enemy...
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SERVICEMEN FROM DAGLINGWORTH WHO WERE KILLED IN WORLD WAR II

Reuben was the son of William George    

*and Ellen Garlick of Daglingworth. 

Reuben left school in Daglingworth (where 

he was known as Ben or Benny) and then 

worked as an errand boy. His father was a 

stonemason and he had a brother, Charles, 

who survived the war. 

Corporal Garlick was killed during the 

breakout from the Normandy beachhead 

in countryside dominated by hedges on 11 

June 1944. Marine Pettey, who was the A 

Troop 2 inch mortarman, recorded details 

of ‘Curly’ Garlick’s death:

Corporal Reuben Garlick, Royal Marines 
A Troop 46 Commando.  
Killed 11 June 44 aged 21.  
Commemorated Bayeux War Cemetery. 

We came to a large cornfield [where my job was] to range on the 

hedgerow so that any Jerries who could be in this cover will keep their 

heads down while [our] troops move through the cornfield. The first 

bombs I fire are smoke and things are running smoothly. Unfortunately 

when our lads move out of the cornfields the Germans open up with 

machine guns and mortars causing casualties. I managed to fire some 

more smoke bombs but realise I have started too late. As I look along the 

hedge I see Marine Garlick (Curly), Sgt James Smith, Sgt George Rowe 

and several others of our troop all laid down and in a firing position, 

motionless, all dead! Later I crawl out to see if Curly is still alive but  

he has been shot through the eye, I can see he and the others  

have gone from us.
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SERVICEMEN FROM DAGLINGWORTH WHO WERE KILLED IN WORLD WAR II

The Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission (CWGC) shows Frank 

Mace as being killed on 23 May 1941 

in Hong Kong; but the Japanese did 

not invade Hong Kong until December 

1941. It is more likely that the Sai Wan 

memorial is correct. This memorial is 

for those ‘who died in the Battle of Hong 

Kong, or subsequently in captivity, who 

have no known grave’ and long standing 

Daglingworth resident, Geoff Ripley, 

then a teenager, remembers reports of 

Frank’s death at the hands of the Japanese.  

Gunner Frank Mace, Royal Artillery  
(965 Defence Battery, RA),  
believed killed on 1 or 2 October 1942  
aged 28. Commemorated on the Sai Wan 
memorial in Hong Kong. 

1,816 British and Canadian prisoners of war captured after the 

fall of Hong Kong in December 1941 were held in the hold. The 

Japanese troops were evacuated from the ship but the POWs 

were not; instead the hatches were battened down above them 

and they were left on the listing ship. Some were able to escape 

from the ship before it sank. Those who could not escape were 

last heard singing “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary”. Survivors 

reported that Japanese guards first fired on the POWs who 

reached the deck; and that other Japanese ships used machine 

guns to fire at POWs who were in the water.

The Sai Wan memorial roll shows:  

MACE, Gunner, FRANK EDWARD, 5181300. 

965 Defence Bty. Royal Artillery. lost in 

S.S. Lisbon Maru 1st - 2nd October 1942.  

Age 28. 

The SS Lisbon Maru was transporting 

prisoners-of-war between Hong Kong 

and Japan when it was torpedoed on 

1 October 1942 by the US Submarine 

Grouper. Lisbon Maru sank with a loss 

of over 800 lives. The detail provided by 

Wikipedia makes for unpleasant reading: 
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Christopher was the younger son 

of James Herbert and Edith Mary 

Scrutton of Daglingworth Manor. He 

was educated at Oxford University and 

worked in shipping. RAF records show 

that he became a probationary pilot 

officer in the reserves on 1 April 1930 

and was promoted to Flying Officer in 

1931. He was promoted to war service 

flight lieutenant on 18 May 1941 shortly 

before he was posted missing believed 

killed while serving with 210 Squadron, 

Coastal Command. We do not know 

how Flight Lieutenant Scrutton was 

killed but his squadron was equipped 

with Catalina flying boats. Catalinas 

were employed at the time of his death 

in the hunt for the German battleship 

Bismarck. Eventually sighted on 26 May, 

Bismarck was destroyed in the North 

Atlantic on 27 May 1941.

The 1939 register (there had been 

no census as such since 1911) 

shows a Frederick C Smith born 

1913, road labourer, with an address 

as Laurel Cottage, Daglingworth. 

Frederick’s wife’s maiden name was 

Simms. Marriage records show they 

married in October 1937. On 16 July 

1944 Ox & Bucks LI were fighting 

in the area around Caen where 

Frederick Smith was killed. He is 

buried in the Brouay War Cemetery 

and commemorated also on the 

Cirencester War Memorial. There 

were a number of Smiths living in the 

village before the War. It has not been 

possible to determine the relationship, 

if any, of Frederick Charles Albert 

Smith, the son of Mr & Mrs Reuben 

Smith of Mace’s Hill, who was killed in 

action in 1918 aged 20.

Flight Lieutenant Christopher 
Mackinnon Scrutton MA (Oxon), RAF,  
killed 23 May 1941 aged 35. Commemorated 
on the Runnymede Memorial, at Lloyd’s of 
London and by the MCC at Lord’s.

Private Frederick Charles Smith,  
1st Battalion Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry, killed 16 July 1944 aged 32. 
Commemorated in the Brouay War  
Cemetery.
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SERVICEMEN FROM DAGLINGWORTH WHO WERE KILLED IN WORLD WAR II

Known to the family as Jack, Sgt Tibbles    

•was the son of Charles and Margaret 

Helen Tibbles of Daglingworth. Born in July 

1914, he married Joan Light in Stroud in 

April 1944. We know that Walter Charles 

Tibbles was the son of Sgt Charles Tibbles, 

5th Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment 

who was killed on the Western Front on  

13 October 1918.

Sergeant Walter Charles Tibbles,  
First Royal Tank Regiment (RTR),  
killed 14 June 1944 aged 29. 
Buried in the Bayeux War Cemetery. 

1 RTR landed in Normandy on Gold Beach on 7 June 1944 

(D+1) as part of 22 Armoured Brigade. By 10 June XXX 

Corps, of which 22 Brigade was a part, had linked up with 

US forces advancing from Omaha Beach. On 14 June I RTR 

were in a blocking position holding an 

area around the village of Briquessard 

(West of Caen) facing a Panzer counter 

attack from the south. During the battle 

Sgt Tibbles of A Squadron was killed when 

his Cromwell tank, ‘Achilles’, was knocked 

out by enemy action. He was buried later 

in the Bayeux War Cemetery (XIV.G.23) 

alongside two of his crew. 
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The End of  
WWll in 1945
But not the end  

of Rationing
Throughout the war, the German navy 

attacked shipping bound for Britain, 
to restrict British industry and thereby to 
try and starve the country into submis-
sion. Hence the need for rationing which, 
as the older residents of Daglingworth will 
remember, continued until 1954. 

This meant such essentials as sugar, butter, 
cheese and chocolate were hard to come 
by. Clothes and petrol were also rationed. 
All meat was scarce and therefore a luxury 
saved for special occasions. Here are some 
of the popular foods eaten during World 
War II:

 Dripping sandwiches (made from 

the layer of sludge that is left when you 

cook a roast and leave it to cool). 

 Lord Woolton pie. First created at 

the Savoy Hotel in London consisting 

of diced potatoes and vegetables with a 

potato or pastry topping. 

 Faggots - meatballs made of offal 

and off-cuts, wrapped in fat and fried. 

You can use every part  

of a pig but its squeak    

Old Cotswold saying

The Kitchen Front

Dearly beloved Brethren

Don’t you consider it a sin

To peel a potato

And throw away the skin?

The skin feeds the pig

And the pig feeds us

To keep that potato skin

Really is a must.

(Anon)
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Regiment or Corps Died Age

Private Adolphus Bowley Worcestershire 
Regiment

3 Jun 1916 23

Private Joseph William  
Brunsdon

Wiltshire  
Regiment

10 Apr 1916 c.20

Gunner Archibald 
Canham

Royal Garrison 
Artillery

27 May 1917 34

Private Charles Edward 
Knight

Gloucestershire 
Regiment 

27 Aug 1917 36?

Major Claude Victor  
Noble Percival

Rifle Brigade 14 Dec 1914 42

Private George Preddy Wiltshire  
Regiment

20 Nov 1916 42

Lance  
Sergeant

Albert Edward 
Rose

Wiltshire  
Regiment

24 Sep 1917 24

Private William Henry 
Shill

Worcestershire 
Regiment

21 Mar 1918 21

Private William Shill Oxfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire LI

22 Nov 1918 26

Private Charles Albert 
Smith

Worcestershire 
Regiment

11 Apr 1918 20

Sergeant Charles Tibbles Gloucestershire 
Regiment

13 Oct 1918 30

Private Henry George 
Trotman

Worcestershire 
Regiment

28 May 1917 21

Further details can be found in a folder in the church or contact  
mail@johnsymons.co.uk

Cotswold District Council have supported the village’s  
VE and VJ Day events with a Community Support Grant.

Lest We Forget
Daglingworth Servicemen killed  
in World War One (1914-1918)


