
HGV TRUCK STOP 
 
20/04673/FUL | Provision of a new secure roadside truck stop facility,  including 
associated HGV and car parking,  drivers facilities building, vehicular access, service yard 
and landscaping | Land At Gloucester Road Stratton Gloucestershire 
 
This application is to tarmac nearly 10 acres of Cotswold AONB to provide a lorry park. There is a 83 
truck stop with facilities at Stratton, Swindon which is about 20 minutes away and we have heard 
that there is a possibility than another forthcoming site may be identified nearby which is not in the 
AONB.  
 
At the time of writing the consultation has again been postponed to 26 March and may be postponed 
again. The Planning Officer has informed our Ward Councillor, Julia Judd, that it is still early days 
and a decision will not be made until her enquiries are exhausted.  
 
Make your CDC Planning Comment here: https://bit.ly/2Ofu91E  
 
Sign the change.org non-political petition here: https://bit.ly/3qDNXZo  
 
You can also lobby: 
Rachel.Coxcoon@cotswold.gov.uk  Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Forward Planning 
Jenny.Forde@cotswold.gov.uk (Ward Member) Cabinet Member for Health and Wellbeing 
Clive.Webster@cotswold.gov.uk Cabinet Member for the Planning Department, Town and Parish 
Councils and of course the leader of the Council himself. 
 
The application is just on the other side of the road of our Ermin Ward boundary, yet it affects 
us more than Baunton Parish Boundary which is in Chedworth Ward, and the District 
Councillor is jenny.forde@cotswold.gov.uk  
 
Adrian Walker, Senior Planning Officer, who is no longer at CDC, produced a Pre-App dated 
May 2019, Appendix C of the Design & Access Statement.  I highly recommend you read this 
report, he identified the relevant considerations and policies, although the applicant has since 
taken measures to reduce the size of the site in order to meet his recommendations.  

The site is located outside of an adopted Development Boundary as designated in the Local Plan 
and is considered to be open countryside within the Cotswold AONB. 

The Local Plan does not have any policies directly relating to lorry parking facilities. 

Paragraph 107 of the NPPF is supportive of the provision lorry parking facilities. 

Your District Councillor, Julia Judd is expected to remain impartial, especially as she is on the 
Planning Committee. This does not mean that she is unable to liaise with you and the planning 
officer, who can be very helpful. 
 
You may be comfortable commenting on planning applications, however I also attach a simple 
guide which I have put together to assist residents who may not be so familiar in submitting 
comments. Planning Officers often tell me that the number of objections are not as valuable as 
the quality, however in my experience this is not always the case, so I would encourage people to 
lodge a comment on the portal. 
 



Robust objections will refer to the directives of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
and the Local Plan. The NPPF takes precedence over the Local Plan - links are in the attached 
guide. 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE PROTOCOL & SCHEME OF DELEGATION  
 
The current administration updated Planning Committee protocol and the Scheme of Delegation 
in November 2020. 
 
This is important. It could have a very serious effect on whether the application can be heard by 
the Planning Committee. I and other colleagues have already had several referrals denied which 
is causing us much concern.   
 
Referrals to the planning committee must be made on material planning considerations. The 
panel which decides which items can be taken to committee is chaired by 	Cllr	Juliet	Layton,	
Chair	of	the	Planning	Committee,	who	is	arguably	the		most	influential	member,	with	Cllr	
Ray	Brassington,	Vice	Chair	as	chair	of	the	planning	committee,	then	the	Senior	Planning	
Officer.	No	opposition	member	is	present,	nor	any	Ward	Councillor,	nor	a	representative	
from	the	Parish,	and	no	Minutes	are	produced.		
	
Discussions	are	ongoing	as	to	whether	the	situation	should	be	investigated	by	the	Council’s	
part-time	monitoring	officer.	Outcomes	in	planning	can	lead	to	personal	enrichment	so	it	is	
imperative	that	the	process	is	transparent	and	open	to	scrutiny.	The	current	mechanism	lays	
the	process	open	to	poor	governance,	cronyism	or	worse.	
 
Other revisions include: 
• Time management - public speaking limit of three minutes  
• All members (councillors) must have basic training  
• Ward members should not represent the views of their town/ parish council during public 
speaking *  


